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Subject:    "SHOP  TALK  ABOUT  SILK  DRESSES"    Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Home 
Economics,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— 00O00 — 

Some  people  say  it's  fun  to  be  fooled.     But  not  those  of  us  who  are 
buying  clothes.    We'd  prefer  to  know  a  thing  or  two  about  these  clothes  before 
we  put  down  our  good  money  on  them.     For  example,  we'd  like  to  know  whether 
that  five  eighty-nine  dress  in  one  window  will  give  as  good  service  as  the 
fifteen  eighty-nine  frock  in  the  next  shop.     We'd  like  to  know  what  we're  buying 
in  clothes  as  we  know  when  we  buy  a  pound  of  sugar  or  a  bag  of  flour  or  some 
other  more  standardized  article. 

But  as  things  are  now,  most  of  us  have  to  pick  out  our  wearing  apparel 
by  guess,  hit  or  miss,  trial  and  error,  or  whatever  you  call.  it.     We  get  value 
for  our  money  if  we're  lucky.    But  sometimes  we're  badly  fooled.     In  fact,  a 
shopping  expedition  often  turns  out  to  be  one  big  April  Fool's  celebration. 

For  example,  I  remember  a  little  spring  dress  I  Purchased  a  couple  of 
years  ago.     It  exactly  suited  me  in  style  and  color  and  fit  and  price.     I  bought 
it  for  wash  silk.     Well,   it  washed.     But  it  was  never  the  same  again.     On  its 
first  trip  to  the  wash  tub,  it  lost  its  looks  —  its  figure    and  complexion. 
It  shrank  and  the  dye  wasn't  fast.     But  my  friend,  who  bought  a  dress  much  like 
mine,  washed  and  wore  hers  for  two  long  seasons  with  the  greatest  satisfaction. 
I  happened  to  be  the  April  fool  that  time.     But  her  turn  was  coming.     She  picked 
out  a  little  bargain  print  last  winter  that  looked  awfully  nice  on  first  appear- 
ance.   But  it  only  lasted  six  weeks.     The  silk  was  heavily  weighted  and  presently 

^sj  naturally  Degan  to  fall  to  pieces,  split  at  the  seams,  and  go  to* shreds 
generally. 


There  you  are.     So  this  shopping  game  goes.     How  are  we  women  going  to 
choose  w19eiy  with  all  these  attractive  advertisements  and 
Beguiling  signs  over  bargain  counters? 


window  displays  and 


Wrtml^    A™  g        t0  be  a"Dle  t0  tel1  that  the  clothing  people  at  the 

tow  wi  ■      Agriculture  have  been  making  a  study  of  this  matter  of  good  and 

TZT,  a    TeAaiY~^e  Cl0thes  and  that  thQy  ha™  a  1^  of  helpful  tips  f or- 
is contused  and  bewildered  shoppers. 

listen"^  b!fiD  WUh^  th6y  Say  that  the  014  mle  for  3afet7  -  "st0^  l0°k  and 
they  modifv  tw  Tl  ^  !  dr6SS  dei°art^nt  as  a*  the  railroad  track.     Or,  rather, 
^reL    take    i      ?    1     f*1  "L°°k'  ^Sk  ^  listen."    Before  you  buy  a  silk 

«^nsnip.    Then  the  fabric>    FinallV)  incmire  about  Ug  qualit 
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Ask  the  clerk  for  definite  statements.     If  she  doesn't  know  the  answer,  or 
evades  the  issue,  ask  the  buyer.     Reliable  stores  with  good-quality  merchandise 
should  never  object  to  questions  from  intelligent  customers  who  will  appreciate 
their  stock.    Anyway,  you  have  a  right  to  know  what  you  are  investing  in.  Don't 
judge  a  garment  simply  by  appearance  and  price.     These  are  important,  but  so  are 
other  qualities. 

First,  you  need  to  know  just  what  the  fabric  is  that  you're  buying. 
"Silk,"  says  the  clerk.     Well,  that  word  "silk"  covers  a  multitude  of  materials 
these  days.    Maybe  she  means  pure  silk  —("Pure-dye  silk"  is  the  phrase  the 
textile  people  use.)     Or  maybe  she  means  weighted  silk  —  silk  made  to  look 
like  better  fabric  bv  a  filling  of  metallic  salts  or  some  starchy  substance. 
Or  maybe  she  refers  to  one  of  the  many  silklike  fabrics  --  synthetics,  such  as 
the  rayons,  on  the  market  now.     These  sell  under  various  trade  names  and  people 
sometimes  think  they  are  silk  but  they  are  really  very  different.     Then  again 
you  will  find  fabrics  that  are  a  combination  of  silk  and  synthetic  fibers. 
Whatever  the  fabric  is,  you  have  a  right  to  know  before  you  buy. 

The  synthetic  fabrics  have  their  place.  Many  of  them  give  splendid  wear 
Manytake  dye  unusually  well.  But  if  we're  to  get  satisfaction  out  of  them,  we 
have  to  know  what  the  fabric  is,  and  treat  it  accordingly.     These  new 

faDncs  made  chemically  from  wood  puIp  or  cotton  linters  require  different 
treatment  from  silk,  or  they  may  be  ruined  the  first  time  they  are  washed  or 
cleaned  or  pressed.     One  kind  of  synthetic  fabric  actually  melts  with  a  hot  iron 
and  sticks  to  a  medium  iron.     To  press  it  successfully,  you  have  to  use  a 
temperature  not  much  more  than  lukewarm.     You  see  what  damage  you  could  do  if 
you  thought  such  a  fabric  was  silk  and  treated  it  accordingly. 

Well,  someday  I  hope  all  our  dresses  will  be  carefully  labeled,  so  we 
can  tell  at  a  glance  exactly  what  the  fabric  is.     There  is  a  movement  in  that 
direction  now,  but  it's  just  a  beginning.     Most  of  the  present  labels  give  the 
trade  name  or  washing  directions,  but  very  little  specific  information  about 
tne  iabric  itself. 

Sillr-    *ell|  as  we  said'   3t°P>  look,   feel,  and  ask  questions  before  you  buy. 
aio£'t£paIi-?  :elgr\ted  with  metal  ^  other  heavy  fillers,  will  soon'  cut  through 
wear  -  f  ^  g°  t0  rieCes  at  *laces  where  get  the  most 

will  even  ttul  Uf  r         T3'  aCr°SS  the  hipS  and  the  Moulders.     Such  silks 
v  ry  SSiSl  \  qU16ti7  ln  the  Cl0Set'     More  than  this'  they're 

steam     Y^m  ^°  TTl     °ftGn  wrinkles  and  ^ases  will  only  come  out  by  using 
dye  silk  t      I  J1?*1"**""**  many  of  these  weighted  silks  from  pure- 

look  and  feel Ifi?*  \  UVf  y°U  eXamine  them  Cl0se1^  r™'11  notice  that  they 
heavier  when  vou  lifT  ^    ^  W6ighted  flat  ^-e-^  have  more  sh-n,  are 

satins  are  not  «,    1     n™'         feel  m°re  sli^Pe^  th*n  *ure  dyes.  Weighted 
^Ci^""-     And  sheers  feel     more  wiry  and  harfh  when 


firm  we£v~e  thlt  w ^  7°U  &re  bW/ing  sUk  is  weave'     You  want  a 

^derart     Shrink \la    ,  "i\™U  ftt  *****  °T  aCr°3S  the  Moulders,  hips  and 
I'lTttlS ?  ^P-^  stret.c^ng  are  two  more  points  to  ask  about.  Perha.s 

and  that  crepes  made  from 
flat  crepes  scarcely  change 


you've  nnti^  +u  I   ~»-»*"e,  aiC   uwu  more  point 

liillv  tl    f ,      *  Very  °rinkly  creT>es  often  wretch, 
^  a II  dur ill     7arnS  soraeti^s  draw  up.     Other  firm, 
an  during  washing  or  cleaning. 

t    Time  is  up.    Another  day  we  will  talk  again  about  buying  a  silk  frock. 
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